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From the National Museum of the Maldives

“Angarakaa Kolhu”

The above picture shows aroyal robe. The local name given to this robe is “Angarakaa Kolhu”. “Angarakaa”
is a Hindi word and it means royal attire. It is very likely that the Hindi word for the robe was ‘borrowed’
for use by the Maldivian Royalty.

“Angarakaa Kolhu” is a simple robe or coat. Given its simplicity, it is often the choice of the Sultans when
they attend semi-official functions such as receiving local guests at the Palace. Being semi-official attire,
“Angarakaa Kolhu” was never worn by Sultans when they attended important royal ceremonies, grand
celebrations and national festivals.

The Museum has not identified the name of the Sultan to whom this particular “Angarakaa Kolhu”
belonged to. However, the design of the coat as well as its fabric and texture indicated that it was most
probably used by a 19th-century Sultan.

The coat is now displayed in the National Museum. It is well preserved and in very good condition.

Ahmed Zaki Nafiz
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