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Occasionally, however, I still go over my past, recapturing the strange and
extraordinary relationship with the enchanting and mysterious girl. Will she
return to me upon the death of my relatives? Will she keep her promise?

*Today this particular reciter is 67 years old. Recently when | asked him of this
incident, he explained how he was contracted for this fanditha performance.
He also told about losing his nerve and running out of the room in terror. He
said that he had become acquainted with members of Hassan Muhammad's
family during the occasion of the circumcision of his son. A younger brother
of Hassan Muhammad had also been circumcised with this child. Itis a typical
Maldivian custom for a group of two or more boys to be circumcised together
and to be keptin the same house until recovery. The circumcision had taken
placein a house within close proximity to where Hassan Muhammad wasthen
living. This house still remains under the same name.

The reciter said that he was obliged to recite when Hassan Muhammad'’s
condition was explained to him.

The reciter also said that he knew the leading fanditha man only by his
nickname, "Kokanda.” One night "Kokanda” had asked Hassan Muhammad
to point out the girl when she appeared. At first Hassan Muhammad replied
that she was in different places at different times. "Kokanda” confinued to
repeat the question and on one occasion, Hassan Muhammad replied that
the jinni was on the reciter’s head. At thatinstant, he dashed out of the room
in terror. The reciter also said that it was the last time he would recite at a
fanditha performance.
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miscarried the baby. I had a sneaking suspicion that the jinni girl might have
had something to do with the miscarriage. I questioned her about it. She
vehemently denied any involvement init. I refused to believe she was innocent
and insisted that she told the truth. She finally admitted that she was
responsible. She claimed that she did it because she felt that I had left her and
she made a graceful apology. Ireminded her that I would never leave her, but
in the existing circumstances I could not stay unmarried. I also needed to
have children and lead the life of a normal person. Neither did I want
to be taken for a crank or a loony, nor did I want the stigma of abnormality
attached to me.

I talked to her at length about my wife. Itold her that my wife took me for a
sane person with normal needs and desires. Finally, we parted after promising
to meet when my relatives passed away.

My wife gave birth to one more child who survived just over one and a half
years. She was unable to bear any more children. SoIdivorced her and entered
into my third marriage which, too, was broken for the same reason.

In 1973, I married for the fourth time. This marriage produced six children,
three girls and three boys. One of the boys died. The oldestis now fifteen years.
The youngest was delivered by caesarean section at Male” Central Hospital on
November 28, 1989. She is just one month old.

Ever since my fourth marriage, my wife and I have been living a happy and
contented life with our children. We currently live in the Galolhu ward of
Male’ in a house called “Corbin.” Our telephone number is 324892.

My relatives who were with me at the time of my strange and unusual
experience with the girl, are still alive. As for me, it has been a peaceful and
serene period free from troubles and torments of a jinni.

28
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disappeared! Icould not believe this could happen. Neither had Ileft it for very
long, nor had anyone else entered the gifili.

Two nights after the mysterious disappearance of the charm, I felt a sharp pain
across my forehead. This was immediately followed by a strong urge to leave
the confines of the house. The reason as to why I walked out of the house or
for what purpose was beyond my comprehension. It was an impulse that I could
not control or explain. I got out of the house. My instinct controlled the
direction. I walked past the Kurolhi Koshi, an uninhabited area packed with
trees and overgrown bushes towards the beach. The area was dark and
unusually quiet. Not a sound could be heard. Suddenly, out of the darkness the
girl from Hulhule appeared.

She beckoned me to come to her. She reproached me for getting married again
in spite of my promises and her pleas to the contrary. I claimed that I had
remarried not to part with her but to deceive my brother and other relatives into
believing that I had completely broken my relationship with her. She appeared
not to believe me and said she was aware of the charm and what the fanditha
man had told me. I then repeated my promise not to leave her. She said she
would continue to meet me and that I was not to let my relatives know about
our clandestine meetings. I was not to act in any way that would raise the
slightest suspicion of the resumption of our relationship. She further said that
she now understood and accepted my reason for remarrying, and that she would
be with me whenever I needed her.

Now and again I would sense that acute and mysterious pain in my forehead and
feel the overpowering urge to leave the house and walk instinctively in a
particular direction. Then, quite suddenly, out of the darkness, the girl would
emerge.

In the course of these events my wife became pregnant. Unfortunately she
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In the current situation, she said, it was impossible for us to continue our
relationship. Though she was leaving me for the time being, I should always
remember that I had a wife, she said. She implored me to bear in mind that we
had children and requested me to inform my family that she was leaving. Then
she departed.

When I regained consciousness, I disclosed what she had said. The leading
fanditha man heaved a deep sigh. He looked relieved and triumphant. He
concluded that fanditha performance would now cease. They wrote a charm on
a piece of paper, folded it into a small square and rolled it into a cylindrical
shape. It was then tied around my waist as a precaution against evil spirits. The
fanditha man warned me that for at least two years I was to remain unmarried
and not to be with a woman beneath a large tree at night.

Abouta year later, and against the fanditha man’s specific instruction to remain
unmarried for at least two years, I remarried. However, the jinni girl did not
approach me even though I had not heeded the fanditha man’s warning. Isaw
no trace of her. Meanwhile, I had obediently and regularly worn the charm
around my waist. The charm, however, was without a protective cover.

I was now living with my second wife at her house. One night, I had just
undressed for a bath and was about to walk up to the well when I noticed that
the unprotected charm on my waist was wearing away. It’s surface was
beginning to flake. If I continued to wear it every time I bathed, it would soon
flake into shreds and be completely destroyed. Iremoved the charm from my
waist and hung it on the branch of a big tree in the gifili, the roofless toilet
enclosed by four walls.

After the bath, I left the gifili and entered the house. I was combing my hair
when I suddenly remembered the charm. I returned quickly to the gifili to
retrieve it. To my surprise it was no longer there. I could not find it. It had

30
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actions and said nothing could take away the girl from me while they were
alive. The new fanditha had deeply angered and provoked them. They vowed,
in their piercing and trembling voices, to outmatch all forms of fanditha
directed at the destruction of our relationship. They also revealed that they
were responsible for taking me to the Hulhule’ woods at the request of the girl.
They further disclosed that they had witnessed our first meeting. It was I, they
pointed out, who had first approached her and proposed to marry her. They
added that the girl and I were now married and had children. Consequently, we
were inseparable. My relatives were powerless to break our relationship.
Having said this they departed. All this time the girl had remained silent.
However, as she departed with the old women, she met my gaze and murmured
that she was leaving.

I was now beginning to lose interest in her. I recalled and regretted the events
that had thrust me into my present predicament. Was my involvement in this
relationship due to fate or an inner urge over which I had no control? I wanted
an end to this mysterious relationship and felt determined to liberate myself
from her hold on me. I wanted her out of my life and sent away for good.

The next night the girl reappeared. The fanditha man asked me to find out her
name. When I attempted to do so, the girl refused. She claimed that if hername
was discovered my family would destroy her. Itold her that my relatives were
against this relationship and that my health was seriously affected by it. It was
necessary for us to part, I said. She looked sorrowful and dejected. Iasked her
for the custody of one of the children. She smiled, a sad melancholy smile, and
said she would not do so. She consented ungrudgingly and most graciously to
breaking the relationship, for if she continued, she said, events could lead to my
destruction. However, she dared not leave any of the children with me; for that
my family would kill her. She claimed that my relatives were cruel and
relentless in their pursuit of her destruction.

32
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He recommended that the fanditha performances be halted and to let me go
free. Unlike most others afflicted by similar maladies, I was unusually quiet
and never violent. He advised that the most sensible option was to let me live
with my girl. This proposal, however, was not acceptable to my brother. He
insisted that the fanditha be continued.

After a short discussion the fanditha man agreed. He then thought deeply for
some time and began talking in a solemn and serious tone. The relationship
between me and the girl, he said, had reached a highly advanced stage that any
fanditha thereafter would have to be more powerful, complex and dangerous.
It would, he warned, result in the destruction one of us - the girl or me. This
shocked my brother and relatives. There was immediate silence. They were
stunned. Moments passed without a word being spoken. But their faces
conveyed the message: fear and concern. Finally, my brother broke the silence.
His words were firm and decisive. Fanditha must continue, he emphatically
said. Ishould not be abandoned in my present predicament even if “curing” me
involved considerable danger and risk.

The new fanditha performance began. It was indeed different from the
performances I had been already subjected to. The macabre ritual and
ceremony seemed to add further mystery and complexity. It involved, among
other things, the application of a special type of soot on my body to form a
peculiar and grotesque pattern.

On the third night of this ritual, the girl reappeared. She was accompanied by
two women. They were old, frail and emaciated. Their physical appearance
resembled that of the ancient Giraavaru tribe. People of Giraavaru are believed
to have descended from the original settlers of the Maldives.

The old women did all the talking. It was a hidden verbal assault in a wailing
tone. They scolded me and questioned me about the motives of my present
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looked fatter and flushed. T soon discovered that she was pregnant. She
protested vehemently claiming that fanditha was being performed to destroy
her while she was carrying my child.

A week later, the girl failed to appear and I stopped losing consciousness. The
fanditha man was pleased and said that the girl might have ultimately left me.
It would not be necessary to continue the fanditha much longer, he said. I was
made to believe that the girl had been completely driven out.

Two nights passed without a further appearance of the girl. On the third night,
almostimmediately upon commencement of the incantations, the girl appeared.
She was not alone. She had with her two lovely and cute-looking babies. She
placed the infants beside me on the Bodu Ashi and sat down by my side. She
appeared calm and gentle. I could see nothing but the girl and the babies. She
smiled and said she had been unable to visit me for some time because of her
confinement. Iturned to look at the babies. They were delightfully adorable.
They wore identical dresses. Iasked if both were girls. She smiled and replied
that they were twins - a boy and a girl.

When I regained consciousness, my sister came up to me. She seemed deeply
curious about something. She told me in a mildly complaining tone that I had
struck her while in my unconscious state. She was attempting to reach for a
book beside me when it happened. This, I recalled, was where the girl had
placed the babies. My action to strike my sister was perhaps a natural or a reflex
action to protect my children.

The fanditha man remained thoughtful for a moment and said that he believed
that I had suffered a relapse. Isaid that the girl had not appeared for some time
because of her confinement. I then told them about the babies.

The fanditha man showed considerable concern. He told my brother that my
relationship with the girl had advanced too far. She had now given me children.
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The following day I was moved to my elder sister’s house which was also in the
Machchangolhi ward. It was there that fanditha was first performed on me to
dispel and drive out the jinni and break my relationship with her.

The fanditha man’s ritual began with incantations and recitals. Immediately
upon commencement of the incantations, I lost consciousness and the Hulhule’
girl appeared before me. On this occasion, her disposition was very different.
The captivating smile on her face was replaced by signs of anguish and sorrow.
She was trembling uncontrollably and tears streamed down her face. She
appeared to be in great distress. She pleaded and begged me in a trembling and
brokenvoice to stop the incantations. Her voice was passionate and convincing.
She wiped away her tears and asked me what wrong she had done to my
relatives to employ fanditha men to cruelly and pitilessly destroy her and drive
us apart. Ireplied that I had nothing to do with this and reiterated my promise
not to break up our relationship. My relatives, I said, were totally against my
involvement with her - the jinni. They believed it was evil and dangerous.

Many fanditha men performed on me. They were the most prominent fanditha
men at that time. Some of them and their assistants are still alive and would
attest to the truth of this story.

Fanditha rituals always commenced at dusk. This was the time the jinni
appeared. I would be conscious at the start of the ritual, but would soon have
a seizure and lose consciousness. The girl would then appear. I came to
understand much later that, while I was in this unconscious state, the fanditha
men had questioned me about her and I had responded. On one occasion I had
been asked where the girl was, and I had responded that she was sitting on the
head of one of the reciters. Unnerved and terrified, the man had panicked. He
jumped to his feet and bolted out of the room in a flash.”

The final fanditha was performed by a certain Abdul Rahman from Fua
Mulaku. Upon commencement of the incantations the girl appeared. She

36

2014 #% 1 3- DHIVEHIDIGEST ~=Zgai 5



37

enchanting and a sensuous women of rare beauty. She was endowed with all
the womanly attributes.

On very rare occasions my brother would come to the house at night. However,
he would go directly to his room and sleep. One evening, my brother
summoned me. He appeared to suspect something. He looked at me closely
and asked if a woman visited me. I replied that sometime ago a neighbor, who
was known to both of us had visited me. Then I said that the neighbor was no
longer alive. He asked if anyone else came. After hesitating for a moment I
said that I was intending to marry again, and that he was probably referring to
my future wife. I was asked to describe her. I described the girl from Hulhule’.
He listened attentively. His face expressed serious concern. When I finished,
his reply was forceful and explicit. I was not to marry her, he said. He then said
that, I should move immediately to his wife’s house, where he and his wife
lived.

When I moved there, my brother assigned four men to keep constant vigil over
me. At least two of them would always be at my side. Two nights later, I was
lying on the Bodu Ashi, a platform out of wood in the sitting room of traditional
Maldivian houses. Then, quite suddenly, I had aseizure and lost consciousness.
I saw the girl again. When I regained consciousness I was still on the Bodu
Ashi.

My brother and other relatives suspected that I had been drawn into a
relationship with ajinni. They believed that the girl I was seeing was not human
but was a jinni and that the jinni would harm me. They were determined to save
me, amember of their family, from this affliction by whatever means possible,
even by using black magic or sorcery. They wanted to break the powerful spell
that was binding me so strongly to the jinni. Public knowledge of my strange
behavior and relationship with a jinni would be embarrassing and would
neither reflect too well on me nor on my family.
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replied that she came in the evenings with the coconut toddy sellers and
returned with them to Hulhule’ the following morning. That practice was
common at that time.

The girl from Hulhule’ constantly protested and complained about my marriage.
She reminded me of my marriage proposal to her and begged me to divorce my
wife. I replied that this would be most unfair by my wife. However, her
constant urging continued. Eventually, I gave in to her repeated request. I
divorced my wife. My wife returned to her parental home.

Then, I started to live alone in my brother’s house in Machchangolhi. My
brother was living at his wife’s house and rarely came to his own house. Ibegan
to meet the girl regularly. Ireturned from work at six in the evening. She would
appear around half past six. I noticed that her dresses were of the same design
as the one she had worn when I first met her in Hulhule’. Only the color -
though always dull and somber - varied. Her long, shiny black hair was always
neatly combed. On rainy days she would come drenched. Her clothes would
be dripping and water would stream down her beautiful face. One day I asked
her why she came in the rain. She replied that if she did not come, I could have
assumed that she had severed our relationship.

One night I offered to accompany her to Hulhule’. She declined saying that she
feared this might result in a misfortune befalling on me in Hulhule’. She
disclosed that she was living with her mother. Her father, she said, had died
some years ago. Her mother did not want me to come to Hulhule’ even though
she had consented tomy marrying her, she said. Furthermore, as she was seeing
me every night, there was no need for me to go to Hulhule’ before our wedding.

Since divorcing my first wife, my relationship with the girl became more
intimate. Very soon we were living almost as husband and wife. Her visits
were regular, arriving in the last glow of dusk and leaving at the first light of
dawn. She shared the same bed with me. T can only describe her as an
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She then enquired why I had not gone to Hulhule’ last Friday. She also asked
me why I had married someone else after proposing to marry her. Ireplied that
I had gone looking for her many times but had not met her even once. Finally,
I'said, I had decided to marry someone else. She did not accept this explanation
and complained bitterly.

Her first appearance was on Sunday at dusk. Whatever transpired or occurred
was solely between myself and the girl. T cannot remember anything that
happened after that. I had lost consciousness.

When I regained consciousness it was about two in the morning. I discovered
that I had been taken, in my unconscious state, to my brother’s house in
Machchangolhi. This house still remains, but is now under a different name.
My brother was at my side. He appeared anxious and worried. He repeatedly
asked me if I was all right. Isaid I was. He then asked me what had happened,
and I replied that I had fainted. Idid not disclose what I experienced. After my
recovery I returned to my wife’s house in Henveyru.

I frequently visited my brother’s house in Machchangolhi during the nights.
On my way I met the girl from Hulhule’. One night she said it would be more
convenient for her to meet me at my brother’s house and requested that my wife
and I shift there. At first I did not comply. However, after repeated requests
from her IfeltI could no longer refuse and moved with my wife to my brother’s
house in Machchangolhi.

Since I moved to Machchangolhi, her visits became more frequent. She would
talk to me for a short while and leave. She did not enter the house. We sat on
the swing in the house compound. My wife did not see us. Being very young
and superstitious she was afraid to come out of the house at night.

The beautiful and enchanting girl from Hulhule’ visited me, almost every
night. I enquired how she was able to visit me in Male’ so frequently. She
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stooped towards the ground. I did not mention the extraordinary encounter in
the jungle but merely replied that I had passed this way to attend to an urgent
matter. I added that T had not heard her call because my mind had been
completely pre-occupied.

My friends were waiting impatiently for my return. They asked me why I had
taken so long. I replied that I had taken a stroll in the jungle, and apologized
for the delay, as I had kept them waiting. Then we returned to Male’.

Since that strange experience, I developed a powerful and irresistible desire, an
almost passionate craving, to visit Hulhule’. Something drew me to the island
like a magnet. I visited the island on every possible occasion but did not meet
the girl.

Six months later, I married a woman from Male’. We lived at her house with
her relatives in Henveyru, Male’. Despite my marriage, I continued to visit
Hulhule’ every Friday, the only non-working day of the week. This was with
the hope of meeting the girl. A nagging magnetism compelled me to continue
the visits. It was as if I was under a spell.

Some weeks later, I was afflicted by a sickness which resulted in the growth of
an abscess on my back. My indisposition prevented me from visiting Hulhule’
the following Friday. One night, I had applied medication on the abscess on my
back and my wife left for the neighboring house to bring some embers to heat
the abscess. Suddenly I was shocked by the unexpected appearance of the girl
I had met in Hulhule’.

I'waslying on a bed inside the house. She began to walk elegantly towards me.
She showed signs of concern and asked me if I was ill. Her voice was warm and
pleasant. She asked where my wife went. This was a surprise, as she knew of
my marriage. When I asked her how she came to know of it, she responded that
she was aware of it and that she had entered the house as my wife was leaving.
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I stared incredulously at this impregnable barrier. Something was not right. I
stood amazed and confounded. This jungle had its secrets!

My astonishment soon turned to nervousness and fear. I felt a chill pass along
my spine. My heart pounded and I wanted to rush back to the inhabited part of
the island. I hurried back down the path I had just walked through. My
surroundings appeared grey and hazy. I felt very light in my body, not like
someone walking but like someone in a trance. I followed the narrow path
through an apparently endless jungle. I walked and walked, but did not reach
the inhabited part of the island. My breathing became heavy and difficult. 1
grew tired and weary and felt too exhausted to continue walking. Fearing that
I would collapse with fatigue, I decided to rest for short while. Isat down and
stretched my legs. Feeling drowsy and drained of all energy, I closed my weary
eyes.

Almost at that instant, [ was startled by a noise from the trees above me. I
discovered that a coconut had crashed to the ground only a few feetaway. Once
again, I was wide awake. My surroundings were clear and no longer misty. I
had avague suspicion that I had been in a semiconscious and a disoriented state.
The sudden loud sound of the falling coconut had brought me back to my
senses. I was now fully alert. I picked up the coconut and placed it by my side.

Following a short rest, I resumed walking. I was now determined to find my
way back to the inhabited part of the island. Suddenly I reached the grave yard
and then the inhabited area. Then it was a common practice to locate grave
yards at the edge of the island settlements.

The first person I met was a woman with whom I was acquainted. Her facial
expression revealed that my behavior had aroused her curiosity. Looking at me
in a curious and a suspicious manner, she asked where I was coming from. She
also said that she had called out for me, when she saw me pass by, a short while
ago. She asked me why I'had not responded but continued to walk with my head
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All this time I had been talking to her. I questioned her as to why she responded
to my raivaru, if she was so shy and timid. She did not reply. Ithen called out
to her to stop. Once again she did not respond but merely continued walking.

I could now see only her back. Her raven hair was long and beautiful and
reached the narrow waist of her body. Her dress was of a dull grayish color.
It was the type commonly worn by girls of her age.

She continued to ignore my persistent efforts to start a conversation. In
desperation, I told her that I was a bachelor and asked her if she would marry
me. There was an immediate response. She turned her face towards me and
smiled, but continued walking. She had a beautiful oval face with high cheek
bones and a forehead that was not too large. It was a finely sculptured face. Her
smile was captivating. Elated by her positive response, I felt that the moment
of fulfillment of my hopes and lifelong dreams had arrived. Was this love at
first sight?

Irealized that she had responded without stopping. This prompted me to repeat
my question about marrying her. Ialso enquired where she was going and why
she did not answer me. She turned and reacted in the same manner by smiling
once again but without stopping. The distance between us remained unchanged.
All my attempts to come close to her failed. When I was about to ask her for
a third time, whether she would marry me, I heard someone calling me from
behind. I turned around instantly but saw no one. Believing that I had been
mistaken, I turned to face the girl again. She had moved away from the footpath
to her right and was entering the thick woods.

I quickened my pace almost in a frenzied pursuit. I could barely see her now.
I ran frantically after her but suddenly stopped when I discovered, both to my
amazement and dismay, that ahead of me was a wall of thick and overgrown
bushes and densely packed pandanus (screwpine) trees notorious for their
sharp thorny leaves. Access to this area was beyond average mortals like me.
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During one of my visits to Hulhule’, I decided to take an afternoon walk
through the woods. In those days it was customary for persons working in or
passing through the woods to recite raivaru, an old form of poetry. The reciter
would end his raivaru with a piercing and dragging cry of “Hoah!.” This was
an invitation for anyone within hearing range to respond with another raivaru
and thereby open a dialogue.

Feeling rather solitary and lonesome, I began reciting raivaru. I concluded it
with the customary “Hoah!.” There was an immediate response. It was the
voice of a woman. It was, however, too far and distant for me to make out the
words. Nevertheless, it was distinctly a female voice.

Each subsequent raivaru I recited continued to be answered by the same voice.
I then stopped under a large banyan tree and continued to recite. I could sense
the responding voice approaching me. The sound was getting louder and
closer. Yetitseemed very strange that I could not hear the expected footfall of
her approach nor the crushing of leaves under her feet, nor the splintering of dry
twigs that normally accompany a person’s movement in the jungle. My senses
told me that something was wrong. I began to feel nervous and uneasy. My
stomach churned with fear. I stopped reciting raivaru and stood motionless,
almost frozen and hardly daring to breathe.

In ashort while, I heard approaching footsteps. Ilistened intently to that sound.
Then quite suddenly, a figure appeared. It was a girl. I was immediately struck
by her beauty. She was slender, shapely and very attractive. She was about my
height. She began walking eastwards. It was an elegant and graceful walk. I
followed her. The sight of this beautiful and enchanting girl lifted my spirit.
I no longer felt uneasy and nervous. My fears had slipped away.

I called out to her several times. She did not respond but continued walking.
Iincreased my speed but it made no difference to the distance between us. I was
unable to get closer to her.
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AN INTIMATE ENCOUNTER WITH A
JINNI

New Year's Day. Monday, January 1st, 1990. A day filled with hope and joy.
The sky was bright with a gentle easterly breeze. It revealed the spectacular
beauty of the Maldives - a splendor that no seasonal variation could spoil.
Sitting opposite me was Hassan Muhammad.

In 1956 Hassan Mohamed and | were employees of the Maldivian Government
Press. He was well known for having had an alliance with a female jinni. Later
he had married her and even fathered children. When | approached Hassan
Mohammad and inquired the validity of this rumor, he confimed it! Very
obligingly he related the whole incident - from the first joyful meeting he had
with the jinni, to the bitter parting in the end.

Mr. Hassan Mohammad, consented fo an audio recording of this narration.
"An intimate encounter with a jinni” is the story of Hassan Mohammad'’s
supernatural spouse.

laborer at the Government Bodu Store. I often visited Hulhule’ island

with my fellow workers at the Government Bodu Store. At that time,
thisisland was sparsely populated. It was regarded by superstitious Maldivians
to be ill-omened, forbidding and sinister.

T his happened about 36 years ago. I was 17 years old and employed as a
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From the National Museum of the Maldives

La
Al oY wnalEl

Chair and Footrest

This specially crafted chair and footrest were made for use during the coronation ceremony of
Al Ameer Abdul Majeed Ranna Bandeyri Kilegefaanu as the Sultan of Maldives. Although
he was elected by the People’s Special Majlis, he was never enthroned and no formal
investiture was ever held to crown him. Hence, until his death, he remained as the Sultan-
elect of the Maldives. The chair and footrest are now in the National Museum.

Al Ameer Abdul Majeed Ranna Bandeyri Kiligefaanu died in Ceylon (Sri Lanka), at 4.30
pm, on Thursday, 21* February, 1952 (24/05/1371 A.H). He was buried at a cemetery in
Maligawatte. The Maldives’ national flag was flown at half mast for 15 days as a sign of
morning. Extra-curricular activities at schools were also closed for 40 days.
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