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From the National Museum of the Maldives

“Dholhi Feyli Burugaa Kolhu”

The National Museum has identified the above piece of head cloth as a “Dholhi Feyli Burugaa Kolhu”.
According to the Museum, this particular “Dholhi Feyli Burugaa Kolhu” was used in the 18th century.
The Museum has not identified the owner of this scarf. During the time of the monarchy, it was customary
for the female members of the royalty to wear beautifully adorned head scarves, especially, when they
participate in official royal functions and national ceremonies. Therefore, most likely this “Dholhi Feyli
Burugaa Kolhu” belonged to a Maldivian princess.

The “Dholhi Feyli Burugaa Kolhu”, housed in the National Museum, is folded several times and
considerably damaged- due to years of decay. The bright red colour and the intricate designs printed on
the scarfindicated that it was a foreign import. In those days, members of the Maldivian royal family often
wore clothes that were similar to the ones used by Mughal royalty who ruled various Indian states.

In Dhivehi language, “Dholhi” means a head and neck cover and “Feyli” means cloth. Early Maldivian
women wore a head cover called “Bolu Feyli”. “Bolu Feyli” literally means head cloth. Unlike a “Dholhi”,
a “Bolu Feyli” is wrapped around the head. Some local historians believe “Burugaa” as a late introduction
to the Maldives- probably in the mid-20th century. In the traditional Maldivian women’s attire, a “Burugaa”
is worn over a “Dholhi” and dropped over the shoulders and over the upper body dress. By Ahmed Zaki
Nafiz
47
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