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From the National Museum of the Maldives

“Haiiykolhu”

“Haiiykolhu™ is a royal parasol. It is a special symbolic umbrella- and rather than protecting from the rain or the
sun- usually hoisted over the head of a sultan, in recognition of his authority and giving him due respect and honour.
In addition to the Sultan, a “Haiiykolhu” is also hoisted over the head of a crown prince to recognise his special
position in the realm. During the time of Sultan Mohamed Shamsuddin 11, “Haiiykolhu” was also hoisted over the
Sultan’s reagent and over the heads of high-ranking senior members of royalty.

A “Haiiykolhu” is simply an auspicious symbol or mark of distinction, respect and honour- recognised at the very
highest level- given to the person on whose head it is hoisted.

The “Haiyykolhu”, currently displayed in the National Museum, was hoisted over sultan’s head. It is slightly
damaged. By Ahmed Zaki Nafiz
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