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From the National Museum of the Maldives

The cap of Sultan Mohamed Farid al Awwal

The above cap was worn by Sultan Mohamed Farid Al Awwal (Sultan Mohamed Farid I) as part of his most official
royal attire. [t was tailor-made for him. He had worn this cap during official royal functions as well as all the national

ceremonies, including the Independence Day celebrations.

It is a black velvet cap, decorated with ribbon-like bands of finely woven gold thread, stitched on top. Its
centrepiece is a gold emblem which is in-laid with multiple colours of glittering stones. The emblem is attached to
the front of the cap and consists of three distinct parts- Star and Crescent, a miniature crown and three coconut palm

leaves.

The Crescent and Star denote that the cap belongs to the Sultan. The miniature gold crown-resemebling the British
Crown- attached to the top of the two edges of the Crescent, is most probably a decorative piece symbolising royal
insignia. The miniature crown is fastened to three gold leaves that are studded with finely-cut gem stones. The three
leaves symbolise the “Dhivehi Ruh” (Coconut Palm), which is regarded as the Maldives’ tree of life. It is also the
national tree of the Maldives.

Apart from Sultan Mohamed Farid I, no other Sultan had worn a similar cap. The cap is well preserved and in good

condition. It is currently displayed in the Museum.

Sultan Mohamed Farid Al Awwal was the Maldives’ last monarch. His reign began in 1954 and ended in 1968 when

the country was declared a Republic. Ahmed Zaki Nafiz
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