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From the National Museum of the Maldives

e

T
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“Asaa”

The above photo shows six “Asaa”. “Asaa” is a long piece of good quality wood that is shaped as a long stick. Each “Asaa”
is custom-made. A common feature of all “Asaa” is, they are all well-polished, intricately designed and adorned with quality
lacquer art.

“Asaa” was usually given with a title, recognising the person’s socio-political status in the society. In this regard, it was often
given to honour people who had done invaluable service to the country. “Asaa” was also handed to high-ranking officers at the
Palace. “Asaa” was always presented to their rightful owners by the Sultan at a special ceremony held for the purpose. One
could say that “Asaa” handing-over ceremony was the Maldivian equivalent of bestowing knighthood. The owners of “Asaa”
had to always carry them when attending royal functions and other grand ceremonies.

The colour of the “Asaa” on top of the picture has a purple wash. This “Asaa” was brought to the Museum from the Palace and
therefore, most probably it belonged to the Royalty. The third and fourth “Asaa” from top were identified as “Bodu beykalunge
Asaa”. They belonged to the senior officers employed at the Palace fulfilling various royal duties.

The six “Asaa” in the photo are in good condition and all are currently housed in the National Museum.

The “Asaa” handing-over ceremony is a formal procedure that is always held at the Sultan’s official court at the Palace. Given
the nature of “Asaa” handing-over ceremony and who received an “Asaa”, one could say that it was the Maldivian equivalent
of giving a knighthood.

The last person in the Maldives to receive an “Asaa” was.....Ali. The “Asaa” was presented to him by Sultan Mohamed
Shamsuddin III, at an official royal function held for the purpose. Mr. Ali also received the title f “Ranahamaathi Kaleyge” for
his services to the society.

Although, two monarchs had ruled the Maldives after Sultan Mohamed Shamsuddin 111, none of them held an “Asaa” handing-
over ceremony. - Ahmed Zaki Nafiz -
39
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